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British View of President Wilson's
Great and Costly Mistake.

Here from the London Shipbuilding
of July 8 Is an estimate of the tech-
nical merits of the La Foullette act
and lkewise of its probable cost to
the maritime trade of this republle.
The remarks subjoined are of pecullar
interest to Americans, for they come
from a journal ably representing the
point of view of our grentest and
friendllest rival for the seagoing
traflic of the future:

*“0Of late legislators in the United
Btates have not, to say the least, been
particularly happy in dealing with the
shipping industry. Apart from unsuc-
cessful efforts to develop the national
mercantile marine, in order to take ad-
vantage of the European situation, the
seamen’s act, which comes into opera-
tiom in November next, is, for instance,
& oconspicuous example of an irritating
pollcy, the consequences of which may
be much more serious than most mem-
bers of Congress anticipate.  Already,
in fact, no fewer than twenty-one coun-
tries have been notified of the Intention
to terminate existing treaties with them
that are in conflict with the measure, |
and, so far as American maritime trade
is concerned, It is believed that the

| Serbla.
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law an enormous body of citizens of
which It previously took no notice,
Just as the villnge fool of twenty-
five yeara ago is now detained In an
agylum, the village magnate finds
himself Inspected nand restrained by
Inws nobody had thought of when he
founded his business

The real test of the state of crimi-
nality In any town is the security en-
Joyed by Its lawabiding, respectable
and  reasonably cautlous citizens,
Here the city's mililons go about their
business undisturbed and without a
thought of danger. The man who
keeps sober, minds his business, re
members to lock the door behind him;
who refralns from interfering wirh
others and exercises ordinary pru-
dence In his selection of companions,
Is not In greater danger of suffering
from the activities of erfminanls than
a resident of Painted Post. He may,
it is true, be tnken up for violating a
law or ordinance he never heard of;
If he 18, he goes to swell the tale of
lawbreakers whose misdeeds cause
mildly tempered joy in the breasts of
all worshippers of statistics.

A Year of War.

A year ago to<lay Austrin began
the bombardment of the Serblan eapl-
tal of Belgrade, the first overt act of
hostility In a war that has involved |
all the great natlons of Europe nmli
thnt has east its shadow upon the
whole civilized world. The attack |
upon Belgrade followed In less than!
twelve hours a formal declaration of|

war resulting from Serbia's refusal

would have practically extingu!shed |
her national Independence, Uponthe
same day Russia, as the big hrorhor!
of the little Balkan State, and Ger-
many, as an ally of Ausiria, began
mobillzation,

These acts were but the preiude]
to the war. The people of Auutrlui
apparently thought that the monarchy
was merely undertaking a punitive
expedition against a troublesome little
neighbor, The world to an extent
shared this belief and was I'm]u-fu:_L

tion that had been so often thrmn-‘!
ened and #o often averted might still
be avolded. The diplomatiec corre-
spondence that has since been made |
publie in the officlal reports of the,
different nations shows how slim al-|
most from the first were the chances
for a peaceful settlement.

Germany had warned all the Fu-|
ropean Powers not to interfere with
Austria in her purpose of punishing
Russia remained ominously
siient and Great Britain through hes
Forelgn Minister, Sir EpwaRD GREY,
suggested a meeting in London to dls-|

Stars and Stripes will disappear from
the Pacific, except along the weatern
eeaboard of the republic, and that Jap-
aness steamship lines will to a very
large extent monopolize transoceanic
traflic. —
“This, however, I8 not all. Aeccording
to information peceived from the British

Ambassador at Washington the United !0 the history of the great nations Marrow™ above the flng of this coun-
States Customs Court has decided that |of clvilization, but which piled up try were to spead their departure for
the clause in the Underwood tariff law | with such hewlldering rapidity as the land that absorbs their sympathy,
of 1913, granting a reduction of 5 per | to ohscure nl! but the most momen- | their interest, and their respect?

cent. on goods Imported iIn Amerlcan+
ships, is valid and may take effect forth-
with, Moreover, the rebate must be al- |
lowed on imports carried in the vessels
of all natlons with the exception of
France, Russia, the British colonies,
Mexico, Brazil and some smaller coun-
tries.

“This deeislon, 1t s added, has cre-
ated a serious situation for the Wilson
Administration, and may Iinvolve it in a |
mase of legal and diplomatic complica-
tions, It also means a loss of revenue
of about $20,000,000, which has been
coMected since the tariff came into foroe,
and which will have to be refunded to
tmporters. The Government is, In addl-
tion, faced with a possible loss of $626,-
000 @ month unless a speclal session of
Congress s summoned to pass an
amending law. Thus a provision which
was deslgned solely for 'the bullding up
of an American merchant marine is held
to apply equally to a large number of
Coreign ships.”

Perhaps there could be no more im-
preasive commentary on the fool leg-
|slation which stands in Senator La
Fowrerre's name and for which the
Democratic Congress and the Demo-
cratic Administration have made
themselves undlividedly responsible.

Crime in Virtuous New York.

When an officlal report such as
that just issued by Secretary of State
Hvuco shows a marked Increase in the
number of arrests made In any com-
wunity, the first thought to enter the
reader's head 1s that the settlement
Is becoming more lawless. Dut con-
slderation of the facts will frequently
modify this concluslon, Naturally,
the number of delluquents grows with
the population, and a longer list of
convictlons in the courts does not
mean necessarily a higher [)l‘u[mrtinn'
of eriminnls among the citizens, The
pollee are not uniformly vigilant and!
severe; they enforce a statute or ord!-
nance rigidly this year, and next
vear they wink at its violators, Good |
patured tolerance of minor offences |
ny continae for months, producing
a4 stuation In which stern measures |
must be adopted to eurtnil dangerous !
unhuses of freedom,

Moreover, the Legislature and local
lawmaking bodies are constantly add-
fug to the catalogue of felunies and;
niigdemennors,  Some of their contri-
butious to regulatory enactiients are
werely fmpert/nent and meddlesome ;
others follow necessarlly in the wake
of new inventions and the applica-
tion of the paternalistic theory of
government, The practieal perfection
of the gns englne made 1t essentin]
for additions to the penal law in or
der that street teafMe might be safe.
guarded.  ‘The astonishing extension
of State supervision of industrial en-
terprises accomplished In the lnst few
years has hrought within the purview
of the dally activities of the eriminal

'gust 1 and then on the next day ap-

cuss means of averting the threaten-
ing disaster. Germany refused the!'

| suggestion and Austria answersd by Would gladly match it in permitting

Within |
the next two days eame in quick sue- |
‘cession events of worldwide impor:

her advance upon Serbla,

| tanee, events Tranght with significanee lems if all who put “German to the

tous. On July 31 the German Em-
pire was declaredl In a state of war|
and on the following day the formal
declaration of hostilitles was jssuel
against Russia, The war had then
truly hegun,

How the great German army svung
into the Duehy of Luxemburg on Au-

peared before Lidge, marking the pre-
iminary step in the violation of Bel-
glan territory, Is already history.
Then followed the French declaration
of war on August 3, and a few days
later the announcement that Great
Britaln was to joln France and Rus-
#in. Then the conflagration spread
to the Orlent, Involving Jupan, and
finally backfir»d to Turkey and Italy,
until the spark struck by Austria at
Belgrade had set ablaze the world,

After a year of war that hes cost
more than a millon of lives ¢+ .d bill-
ions of treasure, peace seems no
nearer than It was a year ago. To-
day Teuton and Russian are fighting
flercely around Warsaw; the French
and English are striving to hold their
positions along the French and RBel-
glan borders; the Itallans are slowly
advancing their lines over the suuth
Austrian frontier, and the Turks and
the Anglo-French invaders are con-
testing foot by foot the rocky Gal-
1ipoll peninsula. Declsive victory rests|
with none,

But Serbla, the smallest of the
combatants, and the first to feel the
brunt of the war, has been almost
lost sight of In the ecrowd of events
swiftly succeeding the attack u]an
her eapital, The Austrian 1mnit!w{
expedition eaptured  Belgrade and |
swept on into the heart of the coun
try. Then a strange thing happened.
The Serblans took oh new life; they
turned upon the invaders, drove them
from thelr capltal, eaptured hundreds |
of guns and 60,000 prisoners. Within!
two weeks Serbla had freed her soll |
of the foe and he has not returned. |
Italinn diplomacy and Russian peril
on Austria’s eastern border were per-
haps more potent than her own
strength o effecting this result; but]
nevertheless this mite nmong the bat-
tling nations stands as the ouly vie-
tor in the great struggle. What fate
may yet be in store for her, who ecan
tell?

‘I'he war {8 not wyet ended. The
giants are alveady preparing for next
winter's campaign,

Loaf, Brothers, Loaf!

The subjoined wrath inspiring de
liverance from the headquarters of
modern soclology defaces the press:

“Henny Fomrn of Detrolt thinks that
|a work day shorter than elght hours
would give too much time for loafing."

He is completely, fundamentally,
longitudinally, latitndinally wrong;
wrong generally and swrong specifi-
cally; wrong in hls head, his heart

]

and his gizzard; morally, physically,
intellectually wrong. There never
was and never can be a work day
short enough; no man, regardless of
the situation in which he finds him-
self, has sufficient time to do all the
lonfing he wants to do and should do,
Loafing 18 the one thing for which
most men are ideally equipped; the
one calling in which they might be
reasonably eflicient; the one art In
which each and every one of us, re-
gardliess of birth, education, previous
condition of servitude, prenatal Influ-
ences, environment, economic condi-
tion, domestic obligation or taste in
the selection of neckwear might at-
taln eminence and win the bays.

Through the malevolence of such
men as Mr, Forp the true beauty, the
sterling virtues of loafing are ob-
scured and hidden. He and his fel-
lows-—his friend Episox likes to work
twenty-eight hours out of every
twenty-four—by thelr wretched per-
sistence, by thelr false standards, by
thelr malignant assaults on manu's
best friend, have distorted public
opinlon and enforced acceptance of n
viclous theory that loafing might ad-
vantageously be dispensed with, and
certalnly should be taken in small
doses, A citizenry tralned to labor
meekly assents to thelr demorallzing
doetrines, and sees its most precloua
privilege curtailed, snipped off and
utterly destroyed.

There should be no work. All
hands should loaf all the time. All
men are created loafers. The fall was '
from luxurious Idleness, unvexed byl

alarm clocks, factory whistles, ma-

cod it P d s t,tured notes, engangements that must |
to accede to an uitimate demand that ', . kept, to the present servile and| Webster's American 1!

tagk ridden situntion of Apam's un-
fortunate sons and daughters.

pretend they cannot understand him,
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MURRAY'S GREAT WORK. 'only stole the books entrusted to him

A Survey of His Contributlon to Eng-
lish Lexicography.

To Tne Epitor oF THe SuN—S8ir: The
passing of 8ir James A. H. Murray
at 7K serves to remind us that from his
point of view the occupatfon which he
followed for the last thirty-five years of
his life he described in his dictionary,
under the word “lexicographer,” “A
writer or compller of a dictionary.” How
different from that of his great fore-
runner Johnson, by whom the lex!cog-
rapher was defined aa “a writer of die-
tionaries' and described as “a harm-
less drudge that busies himself in tracing
the original, and detailing the significa-
tion of words."

When In 1857 the Philologleal Soclety,
acting on the suggestion of Archbishop
Trench, the eminent philologist and au-
thor of “Study of Worde' and “English
Pust and Present,” determined to collect
material for a dictionary which, by the
completeness of its vocabulary and by
the application of the historical method
to the life and use of words, might be
worthy of the English language and of
English scholarship, they set about to
find A& man who had the necessary
abillty, patience, endurance and dogged
perseverance to assume the editorial re~
spongibility  The collecting of material
began In 1858, and this was gulded under
the general aditorship of Herbert Cols-
ridge, grandson of the poet Colerldge,
But 31 years of age when he was called
to his fathers, Coleridge had lived
long enough to prepara for the preas
rome epecimens showing the lines which
he proposed to follow In dealing with
English words,

Colerldge was succeeded by Dr, Fred-
erick J. Furnivall, whoe had held the
position of assistant ed!tor under him
From 1857 to 1878 the work of collect-
Ing tha material for this magnum opus
was continued, untll nearly threse mill
fon  quotations were assembled Two
vears before a contract was signed with
the Oxford University Press, Harper
and Brothers, who were contemplating |
the publication of an International dic- |
tionary which was to competa with

ctlonary, then
styled “unabridged,” sought a eompe-
tent editor, and consulted Macmillan

and Company of London, who usked the |

{has already

| Ontons,
|h wnor of Knightheod as a reward for his
{labors In the year 10085, and In that very

utterly devold of moral sense. Ile not

bhut sold them, and even opened the par-
cels of quotations sent In by the readers
®0 that he might make use of the ma-
terfal at his disposal and contribute It
to another work. This man not only
received his ealary as Dr. Murray's as-
wsietant but was also in the pay of other
employers who benefited by hia thefts
It I8 sad to comment that conditions
even asg bad as these, which prevalled in
England In the early ‘808, were shown
to exist also in the U'nited States a few
Years ago.

It was not until
ray moved to

18¢6 that Dr. Mur-
Oxford, by which time
the firet Instalment of tha dictionary
wits printed. It had taken five years of
continuous labor. After he had finished
the letter “B" Dr. Murray determined
that speedier progress would be made If
he appointed an assoclate, and so se-
lected Henry Hradiey, born In Manches-
ter in 1845, for this position. Dr Brad-
ley 18 a wmelf-trained philologist and
began work on the dictionary in 1888,
I'rior to this he had been engaved Iin
teaching, and later waa employed as A
clerk and foreign correspondent In Shef-
ficld, From Shetlleld he went to London
and contributed reviews to the Academy,
the Athenmum and other periodicals, and
among them several capable reviews of
the dietionary for the Academy,

At the time of his selection Rradley
waa engaged on a new edition of
Stratmann's “Middle English Dietion-
ary,'” which was published in 1801, Dr
Bradley's work on Murray's diction-
ary lIs recognized as marked by fine
lexicographical aense, supported by an
erudition of high order, He was three
times elected president of the Philologi-
cal Soclety, and In 1903 received the title
of Doctor of Philosophy honoris causa
from the University of Heldelbere

The work which Dr. Murray lived to
soe completed practically to the end of
“10" an! of which there rema'na only
v emall section of the letter “R' from
“subterranean’™ to “syave ad from
"turndown' to the end of “Z."” will now
Yo continued by his assoc ates Dir. Rrad-
ley., Dr. Willlam A. Craigle, also &
Scotchman, born at Dundee In 1867, who
been enpgaed on the die-
for eighteen vearse, and ¢ T.
8ir Jamea Murray received the

tionury
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“THE SUN” AND ITS FRIENDS.

Comments l.ut;ilrd by a Recent
Transit of the Establishment.

To THE Eortor oF Tk Sun—8ir: In
celebration of THE Hun's removal to
new and commodious quarters all your
readers were as  one The univarse
nodded, twinkled or blazed approval
You all deserve more comfortable en-
vironment than yow've had in manufac-
turing the rays of healing, Inspiration,
solace, amusement, stimulue, meditation,
thought and tha tired one's best medl-
cine, hearty laughter. Tue Bux will
always be unique amid the changes of
fortuna In that Its dominant spirit 1s
Shakespearian and Its expreasion Ho-
mearie, It shows ita kinship to human
nature more or lema visibly in it varied
departments from farhlon to philosophy,
and the humblest reportorial  Item
shows a striving for elear, herole state-
ment, even {f the ideal is not reached
in every case,

And, of course, It & on the editorial
page that Its virtuea shine most strongly
and its faults fade to the veriest twl-
light, There the cloth is cut suitably
to the filgure to be clothed, It 18 no bar
to ideas or argument that space is de-
manded. But each sentence |s measured
#0 that there s no waste of material,
and prior to the measurement is the
mental study of the expert. Your writ-
ings are educational . they reveal to such
advantage the merite of condensation,
of brevity, of Intelligent pruning, that
tha readers of them perforca yield to
the Influence of the styla. And yet you
do not stifle expression In any {iron
jacket.  Over the four gates of your
editorial castle are writ the words in
order, gate by gate: “Ba hrief” “Bo
brief,”" “Ha hrief,” ‘‘Ra not too hrief”
He who bathes in dally Sun-light ean-
nat fall to bhe invigorated Intellectually,
! instructively,
| Your shafts often hurt; tima proves
that they wera cruel only to bs kind,
Your ridicule xometimes exasperates, but
In the end reaction rouses the saving
#onse of humor. A fos to posing, to
sham, to lgnorance, to flippancy, to In-
eptitude ; a friend to ldealiam, common
sense, sineerity, Investigation, reason-
ableness and truth: such Is THe SN,
with littls shadow of turning: and that
you will cleave ta the two linea through

for the mosquito campalgn,

WILSON NOT READY
T0 ACT IN MEXICO

Denies Decision on Next Step,
as State Department
Announced.

NO ORDERS TO LANSING

Connieyr, N. H, July 28 —President
Wilson has reached no decislon as to
the eourse to be followed by tha United
Rtates In the face of the chaotle condl-
tions existing in war torn Mexico. The
ofMeinl announcement of tha Stats De-
partment at Washington on Monday
that the United States will make a defl-
nita movement In a short tims was
made in advance nf any decision by the

Presidant ns to what this move
should he.
The State Department's announce-

ment was made before the President had
issued orders to Secretary Lansing as
to what should be done. Thesa disclos-
ures cames from the President himself
to-day in answer to wrkiten questions
submitted by a group of newspaper
correspondents. Heie are the guestions:

“Hus the President recelved from Mr,
Lansing any new information on the
Mexican situation and any
dattons as to what should be done by the

United States to restore order In
Mexico?
“Has the President decided on his

next step, or s he still considering
which one of several suggested steps he
should take?

“Will anything further be done hefore
the President's return to Washingon
and hams he already directed Mr, Lan-
eing what to do™

Guay maa.

reconimens i

CITY EXPERT HITS
COURT HOUSE PLAKs

Tilden Adamson Recommengy
Reducing Building to [1y)¢
Proposed Size,

CLUB FEATURE Assyqpy,

Tilden Adamson, director -
bureau of contract superyis wil e
port to the Board of Fetimg
mittea on stock budget to-d Ra
plans for the new Court 110
of all proportion to th
would transform It into a

Recommending  seventoe .
changes in the plans, and =
elimination of o0 *st
he mentions for ellminat
as mixtyvecight bubbling 5
costly marble and a grand K 54
for a lawyers' ¢lub, which he connures
in massive grandeur to the W\ for! ang
Ritz<Carlton, to tha disparagement of the

latter hoteis

Mr. Adamson's report beg
statement that a partial
nlans and specifications for
House has revealed “so

N8 with the

Audy of 1

L]

BUrpTine
ing features' that he conside ™
Bary 1o make a4 “progres a8
Iwe believes that no city, no i row
werlthy 1t may be, “can aford to speey
a structure of wasteful s
simply o advertizse the Ligress e
community.” He pays that he bellevey

that the plans and form of contract g
submitted by the Housa Joapd
should be disapproved an dreturmed g
the architect for revision,

Nuilding Twice Too Large,
of Mr

ivae Adamson's seve

1 per cent. due thereon.”
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Inte Richurd Morrs, author of “The :-1“:1\{ ’:u‘g\h‘:-::;:‘.fiﬂ !. .'.t'-!:'1:,‘4\\7.|.'r.|"'|;|ln m.l.'h\ years of ;\T'{S]H‘H‘y |lmquﬂlllnnn!,.r \' S — | smmundations is tHat tha b A ey

Etymology of Loecal Names" (18567), ! e 1Y \ [l i whian |8 the earnest wish as well as confidence No, realdent eplies, dueed to half its size, 4 red W Which

Godspeed to Them! and better known as the editor of twelve ; jh-F»II\['L“ 1“:’: ':{‘ 1,;|“,§. \|“ oo i --f\nm--\' faithiv| ':."'h."' The President wrote “No" after each e would have ’-" ompiirhed iy

A patriot bearing the name oflv.nllumm| of I:IO Early Fngiish Text sni, Hegun as It was in 1879, Bir James Ew Yonrk, July 27. ONEor THEM. of these questions, .(“J‘:j..:\ ‘l-larll‘nk |l; “r ?4'. \' 3 | »

# | efety.” includir ) f Chaucer ane ol ; } PO he sabdant vhtia ehEte 1 y as possible e T e

Iexry WeissMaNy, standing on a ("lwi\"r P ey :m”zr';";“ \!u‘;rr VU [ Murray's great work contains a vocahu- The President’s answers created sur-| W00 S 50 T e R REPEY,

. b p Kinal manuscripts, |y, o or 328310 words as far as pub-| To THE Epitor or THE SuN—8ir: prise, for it had been assumed that the o o appan he advises thes

platform over which the American|to select one. Morils at once named | 1o Cmit it tha thiriy-Ave yvears thAt | Tan Sox had shons for Afty years State Department's anmouncement had ""“" Sl 8 &
i ’ 1 A 1 in th thirty-f{ s ¥ ! N o f g g g g s lons among oth

flag was draped benenth the rennsur-!"";"'" A‘h" f“r""‘;_-‘ '; r"_"';'“q'"“"l," t has been in course of production the |  From Frankfort street, and modest brick, | N0t been made without the President's|’ wua elimination of twe n a5

ing motto “United and Strong; Ger- bt el L B " s il langunge has grown apace.  The arts | Dis spark'ing beams ‘'mid smiles and teara [ UPProval,  Washington despatches had  pogucing the number from e 5L

In the meantime Murray had written d confidently i A ; : "

" ¢ land sclences have added thousainds of A ralnbow wrought through thin and asserted confidently that the announce- the <limination of o 2 Lonve
man to the Marrow,” declared In|and published \-nl‘im'l.! papers :- tm-]“,“m to our speech which ft was im-| thick. ment was but the preface to n definite cxcept one, the ellmination « & Coetly
Utien this week that President WiL- :Ladh?:(:ll;,‘;‘l:!;:;:?": 1}3.\':-?1‘:;: ',,l‘".-;.:'\, possible for Dr, Murray and his assiset. "I h-“llf;uu?tl' of the course the Government | boller plant and the utilizg f the

( tan p o I | i
g " « ants to place on record I* is to be ine recent morn as down T strolled 1id teided upon. excess capacity of the Mur 1 .
sox had “violated his onth“of office,” | Dinlect .:\f the Routhern Counties _of'h,‘,,.,, that on the completion of this My eve looked up. bahall and lo! 1t had been understood that a states' ing, the elimination of 1
that the general Furopean cnnﬂugrn-}wn- a “politieal bankrupt,” and wan;‘l"""l"d li;a'p_. he ihml !l-rl!n.l 11‘-;.“..,,.;‘ the interest of the English Phlo- | The so'ar star had backward rolled ment was to be issucd in a fow davs | genorating plant, of at lest thirty of the
a “dupe of Wall Street pirates.” ""(""]‘":-‘rr-‘:'I‘J;‘c:‘:;nc':tl (11‘?1‘?""! . l"}l‘:mn\‘;ar‘.,l logleal Bociety will be sufficlently keem | To Lrighter shine from Nassau row. fixing a perfod within which the Mexi- | forty-seven elevators ealied .
‘1 . ag o Baha O A bl I!.- permit of the production of supple- | can leaders must compose theip dffer- than half the wiring b
tnste and knowledge of the law were | for the Early English Text Soclety. The mentary volumes, which shall contain the Tis a0, T saw It In Tae frw ences If the United States is to refrain . telephones annunciators s the
displayed In about equal prumrtlonni:‘:?‘;ﬁ&; n‘l'll“’_l--‘ﬂnl tho‘:‘,ns:'_.-h 1"-""“"1" latest additions to our tongue | That very day; regards, regrets' from effective measures in bedialf of the elimination of the water re-
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